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EDITOR. 

Tue point of departure of this problem is found in the 
researches of M. Cohnheim into the subject of the passage of 
sanguineous corpuscles through the vascular parietes without 
apparent lesion of these parietes. The white corpuscles would 
constitute pus, and the red would form under the given con- 
ditions sanguineous extravasations. 

Let us first consider the facts; we will next examine the 
mechanism by means of which they are produced, and the 
consequences which may be deduced therefrom. 

Mr. Cohnheim exposes to the air the mesentery of a frog 
paralyzed with woorara. Inflammation is developed, and at 
the period of oscillation the white corpuscles, which seem 
glued to the internal face of the wall of the vessel, depress 
this wall, lodge in sorts of pockets which are dependent from 
these, and continuing their migration, spread themselves into 

Vol. XXV.—No. 20 





648 PHYSIOLOGY. 


the surrounding tissues, where they are found in a free state, 
similar in all respects to what they were in the interior of the 
vessels. 

The passage of the red globules through the vascular par- 
ietes has been observed and described by M. Strickler, (of 
Vienna,) and his pupil, M. Bussak. When they poison 
frogs they inject under their skins a solution of a tenth part 
of chloride of sodium, and produce thereby in these animals 
a scorbutic condition, which is manifested by hemorrhages 
into the lungs, the liver, the kidneys, the intermuscular tissue, 
ete. The two preceding observers have determined that i 
these conditions the red globules which form the hemorrha- 
gic foci have traversed the walls of the capillary vessels. 
They have seen, in fact some of these globules which had 
remained imprisoned in the wall, half projecting, and as if 
entangled in the intra-parietal opening through which they 
had found an issue. 

M. Bastian has repeated the experiments of the German 
physicians, and has made them the subject of a communication 
to the pathological society of London. After having para- 
lyzed a frog by means of a subcutaneous injection of woorara, 
he tied the femoral vein, and soon the blood is massed in the 
capillaries and the veins. The following are the consecutive 
phenomena which he was enabled to observe: 

Whilst examining the interdigital membrane the serum is 
seen to transude and induce acertain amount of edema. The 
blood soon begins to oscillate in the vessels, and after fifteen 
or twenty minutes it is completely arrested in some of the 
capillaries. The red corpuscles are ranged one against the 
other, and appear to form a homogeneous cylindrical mass. 
The stasis extends next to other capillaries, and terminates by 
involving the veins. At the expiration of forty'minutes pro- 
jections form in the walls of the capillaries, which increase in 
number and in volume so as to give these walls a tuberculated 
appearance. Then these projections separate gradually from 
the capillaries, and are found in the neighboring tissues masses 
of red corpuscles. 
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If the ligature of the femoral vein is removed, the circula- 
tion is re-established in the capillaries, and it is then possible 
to see besides the red globules which constituted the aforesaid 
masses, other globules pursuing the same transit as those, 
and more or less entangled in the capillary parietes. It is 
possible thus to follow the globules in all the phases or 
degrees of their migration. The experiments of M. Bastian 
are thus confirmatory of those of MM. Cohnheim, Strickler, 
and Bussak. 

Such are the phenomena observed. By what mechanism 
are they produced, or in other words, how can the white 
or red sanguineous corpuscles in conditions of inflammation, 
the scorbutic state, or under compression, traverse the capil- 
lary parietes? Three orders of explanation, three hypothe- 
ses, are proposed : 

The most simple, that which suggests itself to the mind 
very naturally, is that the vascular walls are perforated with 
pores in which the corpuscles may engage themselves. 
Such likewise is the theory adopted by MM. Cohnheim, 
Recklinghausen, Letzerich, F. Keber, etc. The microscope 
also seems to justify this manner of viewing the subject. 
M. F. Keber, indeed, since 1854, and in a very recent treatise 
designed to recall his first investigations, has described and 
figured the pores or stomata of the capillary vessels, and the 
vacuities in the intestinal epithelium. M. Cohnheim, on his 
side, agreeing with MM. Asby, Eberth, Auerbach and others, 
admits that the capillaries are formed by the juxtaposition of 
flattened epithelial cells. Now at the points of reunion of 
the angles of the cells there would remain orifices, pores, 
through which the corpuscles placed transversely might be- 
come engaged, in consequence of the pressure which they 
undergo in the vessels. 

The second hypothesis has for its advocates MM. Strickler 
and Bussak. These authors consider the parietes of the 
capillary vessels as composed of a protoplasma, soft, homo- 
geneous and contractile. This protoplasma possesses the 
property of giving origin to appendices, filiform prolonga- 
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tions which increase, are hollowed out and form new capilla- 
ries in communication with the parent wall. The transit of 
sanguineous globules does not, therefore, necessitate the pre- 
existence of pores in the capillary wall; it occurs in conse- 
quence of an active function in this very wall. MM. Strickier 
and Bussak admit that the protoplasma in question comports 
itself like the cells of connective tissue, and that it can, after 
the manner of these latter, undergo pathological transtor- 
mation. 

Finally, according to a third hypothesis, sustained by M. 
Bastian, it is not the capillary walls which are active, but, in 
fact, the red corpuscles of the blood. These last, indeed, can 
traverse vascular membranes, in consequence of certain active 
amzbord movements which may manifest themselves subse- 
quent to alterations in the blood plasma. The phenomena, 
therefore, may be produced in the same manner as the pas- 
sage of leucocytes through the venous parietes, as M. Cohn- 
heim has established, or through permeable membranes, as 
M. Lorbet has demonstrated. 

We shall not dwell further upon these different hypotheses ; 
they demonstrate the neces sity of new investigations. How- 
ever it may be, the facts which they attempt to explain, exist 
none the less, and the consequences which are deduced from 
them recall into discussion theories by which other orders of 
phenomena have been explained. 

We have seen already that M. Cohnheim, after having 
determined the passage of white globules through the vascu- 
lar walls, was disposed to consider them as constituting, after 
their escape, pus globules. M. Lorbet shares in the same 
opinion. M. Lionel Beale, on the contrary, opposes it. Ac- 
cording to the English author, the white corpuscle of the 
blood and the pus corpuscle are by no means one and the 
same thing. They can not ever be transformed, the one into 
the other. He adds, that suppuration does not pursue the 
same proeess in warm blooded animals as in frogs. His 
understanding of the genesis of pus is as follows: 

The pus corpuscle originates from the normal blastema 
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(germinal matter) of any tissue or element whatsoever. If 
this blastema receives an excess of nourishment, it increases, 
is divided, sub-divided, and gives origin to products which 
differ by their properties from the primitive elements. Pus 
mav, therefore, originate from the proliferation of all sorts of 
blastema, of that which is peculiar to nerves, to muscles, to 
vascular walls, etc., as if that which pertains to epithelial cells 
or to connective tissue. But according to M. Beale, although 
he admits the passage of the white globules through the vas- 
cular parietes, these globules do not become pus corpuscles ; 
it does not appear to him rational to give a new appellation 
to an element which has only changed its position. 

We are here presented with three or four theories, at least, 
to explain the formation of pus. According to M. Virchow, 
and his school, the pus globule originates only from cellular 
proliferation of connective tissue. 

Mr. Beale asserts, as we have seen, that every tissue may 
participate in this process of proliferation. 

According to M. Robin and the French school, pus globules 
may be developed by genesis in the midst of an exudation or 
of a blastema. 

Finally, is presented a new theory, or rather an old theory 
rejuvenated, according to which these same globules are only 
white blood corpuscles, which may have traversed the vascu- 
lar parietes. 

In the face of all these hypotheses, these doubts, it must 
be understood, that the most elementary facts in pathology 
are discussed, and that openly in the Academy, the long 
mooted question is ever agitated, if pus may or may not be 
re-absorbed in all its elements. It is permitted to hope, how- 
ever, that the recent researches into the parietes of vessels 
and of mucous membranes, and a greater number of experi- 
ments upon the passage of the blood globules through these 
walls and membranes, will throw some light upon the manner 
in which the mechanism of phenomena, so numerous and so 
varied, which are associated with absorption, is to be com- 
prehended. 
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It is evident, for example, that if the porosity of the vaseu- 
lar walls, or of the epithelial investment of membranes should 
receive a definite demonstration, the general opinion upon 
the absorption of organic elements, and of mineral substances 
reduced to powder, would be entirely modified. 


DYSENTERY. 
BY A. A. DUNN, M.D., OHICAGO. 


Havine, in my practice, so frequently seen inflammation 
of various tissues of the body subside and disappear under the 
sole, or very nearly the sole, administration of anodynes, my 
mind tends very strongly to the opinion that we may, in a vast 
number of cases, bedevil our patients with drugs better dis- 
pensed with than dispensed. Assuming, as we are warranted 
in doing, that in most forms of disease the tendency of the 
organism is to recovery, to health, through the eliminative and 
recuperative processes of the vital forces, it may be safe also 
to assume that recoveries under the simple use of anodynes 
would have ensued, in the majority of cases at least, had 
nothing been given. Argument, perhaps, independent of 
experience or observation, can hardly demonstrate that propo- 
sition; but, based upon what we daily observe, we are 
confirmed in its probable truth. This admission, however, 
does not relieve us of the impression that, in the very cases 
which would most probably recover if uninterfered with, 
judicious medication might secure a more speedy recovery, 
as well as promote the comfort of the patient during the 
recuperative process. Hence, in those cases where anodynes 
appear to secure a rapid and complete recovery, we can not 
logically assume they would have done as well without the 
drug. Every medical man knows the value of Opium in the 
treatment of peritonitis, and few, I imagine, rely upon any 
other article, or combination of articles in which Opduwi is not 
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included, administered internally, in the treatment of that 
disease in its early or active stage. Let me here throw ina 
disclaimer to the belief that peritonitis is a peculiar disease. 
It is a simple inflammation of the outer lining membrane of 
the bowels, differing in no respect whatever in its nature from 
simple inflammation of the pleura and other serous mem- 
branes. The phenomena of the ailment in the different 
localities, vary, because of the locality, or, rather, because of 
the difference of function in the structures in the different 
localities, and not because of difference in the functions of the 
membranes themselves, because they are one and the same 
wherever found, and the same treatment is applicable to all, 
except where other structures may contraindicate it. Now, 
if Opium is apparently of potential benefit in the treatment of 
one structure of the human system, why may it not be equally 
so ofanother? On the surface, there is nothing to exclude 
the presumption. Experience, practical observation, however, 
establishes the fact that Opzwm is not admissible in the treat- 
ment of certain organs, the brain, for instance, and the gland- 
ular system may put in a qualified claim to the same 
consideration ; but experience raises no sufficient objection 
to its use in inflammation of the mucous membrane of the 
bowels. 

Perhaps, inflammation of no structure or organ has had so 
much to do toward inducing my present train of thought, as 
that of the rectum ; inflammation at that point being recog- 
nized by the erudite as colitis, colonitis, colo-rectitis, to say 
nothing of numerous other learned synonyms, and by the 
unlearned in medical lore, usually styled “the vulgar,” as 
dysentery and bloody flux. Dysentery is characterized by 
mucous discharges mixed with blood, attended with burning 
pain at the anus, with severe, grinding, colicky pain higher 
up, and in many cases, with an almost constant and an urgent 
desire to evacuate the bowels; indeed, so urgent is the 
demand to go to stool as to be very nearly, if not quite, 
resistless. Now, when pain is encountered, so constant and 
distressing, the most obvious indication is to relieve it, and 
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the profession, in this disease, are united upon that necessity, 
Various, perhaps, is the resort, but the majority exhibit 
Opium, or its preparations. This, in my opinion, is wise, 
But a too common impression prevails that other internal 
measures are necessary to remove the cause of the inflamma- 
tion going on at the lower end of the gut, and a supposed 
sluggish liver is generally made the scape-goat to bear the 
sins originating elsewhere, and that much calumniated organ 
is persistently bedeviled to induce it to undo that which it had 
“neither art nor part” in doing. My experience has long 
since led me to the conclusion that dysentery, as a rule, is 
amenable to much simpler treatment than is involved in the 
idea that the liver is the faulty member and the portal circu- 
lation needing to be unloaded. Opiates in my hands have 
yielded the best results. In my young patients I promise 
myself less from this line of treatment; but even in them 
there is much to hope from it. Various circumstances, in 
adults as well as in infants, at times require a deviation from 
the rule, but, after satisfying myself that the upper bowels 
are not loaded, my practice is to obtund sensibility as rapidly 
as is safe, and hold the patient under the influence of the 
narcotic long enough to allow the inflamed membrane time to 
heal. "Tis very true that the patient or his friends may 
become, and often do become, restive under the prolonged 
locking up of the bowels; but ‘I ask them if they had an 
inflamed elbow, would they persist in bending it in order to 
heal it? This may be considered a palpable sort of argument 
to most minds, and usually I find no great difficulty in having 
my own way. A laxative may be resorted to finally, and yet, 
such is my confidence in the natural powers, that I not unfre- 
quently omit it. 

More than six years since, my wife was attacked with the 
most violent dysentery ever occurring in my family, and the 
only medicine I gave her was Morph. Sulph., in half grain 
doses, every two hours, till a fair degree of comfort was 
obtained, when the dose was repeated at longer intervals, yet 
so as to keep up the impression for a week, the quantity 
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being then decreased and the intervals lengthened ; but, soon 
finding no increase of the disease, the medicine was suspended 
entirely. Within a fortnight from the commencement of the 
attack, the natural action of the bowels was resumed and the 
general health returned. I am safe in saying that was the 
most violently painful case of the disease I ever encountered. 
Comparative comfort was not secured till the second day, 
though some sleep was obtained, out of which she was not 
awakened to take medicine. Now, whether opiates, or the 
anodynes have a specific curative effect upon inflammation, 
wherever established, or not, I am convinced that in dysen- 
tery the judicious obtunding of sensibility in all cases where 
pain is a prominent feature, contributes to the recuperative 
efforts of nature. Except in very mild cases, fomentation 
over the abdomen of simple warm water, or of hops, or other 
bitter herbs, I rarely omit ; though I confess to the belief that 
the addition of herbs other than hops to the water, is nearly 
“all in your eye.” As they do no harm, however, whims of 
patients or their friends in this direction, may be safely 
gratified. 

Injections I have resorted to infrequently, not hoping 
much from them: but, having learned of late the wonderfully 
curative effect of Carbolie acid in fresh wounds, whether 
incised or contused, I have thought it possible that article 
might be equally applicable in dysentery, sporadic, epidemic, 
or chronic, and am determined to try it topically in the first 
favorable case that comes under my care. The analogy 
between inflamed mucous membrane and fresh wounds is so 
remote as perhaps to cause the proposed treatment to appear 
ridiculous, but, nevertheless, I shall try it. The putrefactive 
tendency of epidemic dysentery is so conspicuous, that the 
antiseptic properties of Carbolic acid may here, when topically 
applied, find an appropriate field for usefulness. 
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Editor Curcaco Mepicat JourNat: 

Sir: I read a communication in the September number of 
your Journat, from B. F. Lightfoot, M.D., of Murraysville, 
Ill., which gave an account of a case of so-called colic, and, 
as the doctor “regrets the views of some of the numerous 
readers of the Journat,” I respectfully ask leave to make a 
few comments on this remarkable case. As nothing is said of 
the previous history of the case, (except that a Dr. G. had 
given the patient some Podophyllin, which operated dras- 
tically), nothing of the diathesis, temperament, habits, whether 
strumous or otherwise, we can not so positively infer that the 
extraordinary treatment was the direct cause of the fatal 
result, as we obviously might, if we knew that this boy was 
not one of the strongest and most robust subjects. I wonder 
it never entered the head of Dr. Lightfoot that the immense 
quantities of powerful drugs that this boy took, had any thing 
to do with the grave symptoms which his patient exhibited 
after he fell into his hands. I should certainly expect that if 
I treated a patient in that terribly heroic way, whatever the 
disease might be, (or even if he had no disease) that he would 
speedily become worse, and, unless he had the constitution of 
a mule, he would inevitably succumb. 

I think it would puzzle Dr. Lightfoot himself to show what 
were the indications, for almost any of the powerful drugs 
which he exhibited to this boy, to say nothing about the 
extraordinary doses — and I wish to say here en passant, that 
when a country doctor deals out his own medicine at the bed- 
side, he is very likely to give twice as much as he professes, (or 
thinks he is giving) to give. This is my opinion, judging 
from what I saw in my younger days. Only think of it—a 
boy of sixteen years, takes, for several days, ten grain doses 
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of Calomel, and three and one-half grains Dover powders every 
fourhours, then Jodide of potassium, (in doses we are not 
informed,) Syrup of iodide iron, opiates, astringents, tonics, 
ete, etc., and all for what? Why, for what he called a 
tumor! It would seem that the boy had tympanitis, for the 
doctor says it (the swelling) commenced near the “center of 
the abdomen ” and extended into the right iliac region. Not 
satisfied with the great irritation which the Podophyllin had 
induced, “with the copious watery discharges,” he goes on to 
give him more irritants, such as Calomel, Jodide potassium, 
lodide iron, ete., etc. If this boy did not have peritonitis 
(perhaps subacute) when he commenced his treatment, I don’t 
see how it could be otherwise than developed soon after by 
the monstrous quantities of drugs exhibited, and it is no 
wonder to me that the patient “was a mere skeleton at his 
death.” As no post-mortem examination was made, we shall 
never know what ravages these drugs made. 

I had supposed, before I read this paper of Dr. Lightfoot’s, 
that this excessive over-dosing system was about obsolete, 
even in the most benighted rural districts of this country, but 
it seems I was mistaken. 

We ought, however, to thank Dr. Lightfoot for his account 
of this case, and it ought to be held up as a warning against 
a system which, to say the least, is a mere routine of guess- 
work, random course. This case shows, also, how long a 
patient may withstand a course of drugs, which, to use as 
mild a term as deserved, is damnable. J consider it barbar- 
ous. It would do no discredit to the doctors who treated 
Charles the II., vide Macauley. It is just this sort of thera- 
peutics that has made believers in that miserable delusion, 
homeopathy, and if we ever expect to make any headway 
against this, as well as divers other impositions upon the 
public credulity, we must have a more rational system, more 
generally practiced by us so-called regulars. 

I would advise our brother to read Flint, Aitken, Bennett, 
or Reynold’s System of Medicine, (to say nothing about 
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‘Forbes Nature and Art,” Bigelow e¢ al.) and no longer trust 
to such obsolete books as Eberle’s Practice, and he will never 
be guilty of treating a patient in that way again. 

B. 8. Woopworrn, M.D, 
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Abortion as a Cause of Insanity. 


The Superintendent of the Michigan Insane Asylum, in his 
report just published, says: ‘“ Mental derangement has gener- 
ally occurred as a result of local injury, and the serious 
impairment of general health, directly traceable to the crimi- 
nal act. In a few cases it has operated as a moral cause ; as, 
for instance, when the unfortunate sufferer has borne a child 
which has been permitted to remain with her only long 
enough to show the unhappy mother the priceless value of 


the gift she had previously refused to accept. In these cases 
the immediate cause of the insanity is remorse. Unless this 
most disastrous practice be speedily arrested by the efforts 
now being used to suppress it, and by more stringent laws, 
severely punishing all parties implicated, it will materially 
increase the number of female patients annually presented 
for treatment.”— WV. Y. Medical Journal. 


Antiseptic Properties of the Sulphites. 


Recent experiments have shown that the sulphites of lime, 
ne of magnesia, and the sulphites of magnesia and 
soda, possess all the antiseptic properties of sulphurous acid, 
with the advantage that their action is more uniform and 
certain. In experimenting on animals and on himself, Dr. 
Polli (Med. Times and Gazette) found that large doses could 
be taken without risk. On killing animals treated with sul- 
phites, and others not so treated, he found that the former 
were more slow to decompose, and, indeed, remained quite 
fresh when the others had become putrescent and offensive. 
Another series of experiments showed that the administra- 
tion of the sulphites was sufficient to effect a more or less 
— cure where blood-poisoning was present, as in fevers.— 

umboldt Medical Archives. 





Prolapsus Ani. 


Dr. Schartz, in Hufeland’s Journal, recommends for this 
affliction a solution of the ext. of Vusx vomica, of the strength 
of one or two grains to the ounce of distilled water. Of this 
solution he gives six to ten drops every four hours. This is 
the dose for very small children; to larger children fifteen 
drops at the same intervals. Children at the breast, two or 
three drops.— Washville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 


Styptic Paper. 

The universally used perchloride of iron is too well known 
to need notice, but we see that it has been assuming a new 
and perhaps more convenient form. A French inventor has 
prepared styptic paper so that one can carry it in his pocket. 
He takes a carefully tinned vessel, and dissolves one pound 
gum benzoin and one pound ofrock alum in four gallons of 
water. The paper is dipped into this, and when dry a solu- 
tion of the perchloride of iron is applied with a roller or 
brush, and the paper is then’ kept in a dry place. It must 
certainly be vaheable for small wounds. Is it of use in 
dentistry? _We think so. When we hear more of it, we will 


report upon its value. We are ambitious to make this a 
dental newspaper.— Dental Office and Laboratory. 


Carbolic Acid and Creasote. 


As we receive many letters asking questions in reference 
to these substances, we have thought that a few words in 
reference to these hydro-carbons, which are so much used in 
dentistry, might not be inappropriate to the occasion. It is a 
common error to suppose that creasote and carbolic acid mean 
the same thing. They have many properties in common, 
and their chemical influence upon other bodies is often analo- 
gous, yet, as they are derived from different sources, and the 
quantative dissimilarity of their elements, it is evident that 
they are not the same. They are of comparatively recent 
discovery, and are already recognized as of high value in 
medicine and in the arts. 

Creasote was discovered in 1830 by Richenback, and is 
prepared from wood tar, which is distilled till it has the 
thickness of pitch, and then suffered to stand till two layers 
are formed, the lower one only of which contains the creasote, 
and after it goes throngh a series of changes by the introduc- 
tion of modifying chemical agents, the pure creasote of com- 
merce is produced. Pure creasote is nearly colorless, is of 
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an oily nature, and at a temperature of 380° can be entirely 
volatilized without leaving any residuum. It has a burning, 
caustic taste, and a smoky, penetrating odor, and is inflamma- 
ble. When applied to the skin, it is highly caustic. Its use 
is evidently that it coagulates the albumen when used for 
dental purposes. It is irritant, escharotic, and styptic, when 
locally used, and is regarded as a general antiseptic and nar- 
cotic. In certain diseases of the throat it makes a valuable 
gargle. 

When it is designed to detect the difference between car. 
bolic acid and creasote, it may be done by noting the boilin 

oint, creasote boiling at 307°, and carbolic acid at 368°, 

he sesqui-chloride of iron will also make a blue color when 
added to the carbolic acid, but does not affect the creasote. 

Carpotic acip is called phenyl, phenic acid, etc. As its 
name indicates, it is an acid derived from carbon oil. It is 
usually prepared from coal oil, and is produced in the form 
of colorless, deliquescent crystals, which fuse at 95°, and have 
the odor of smoke, and an acrid taste. It is a powerful anti- 
dote to the formation of putrefaction in animal tissues, and 
has been used for preserving dead bodies, ete. In the dissee- 
ting room it is much used of late to preserve bodies while 
under the surgeon’s knife. A French author says that eight 
grains in solution is enough for this purpose. It is taken 
inwardly, in doses of one or two drops, to prevent vomiting, 
and for other complaints. It is a powerful styptic, and when 
applied to a bleeding surface it checks the hemorrhage at 
once. When applied to purulent or other offensive dischar- 
ges, it is of great value. When applied to an exposed pulp, 
it obtunds the sensibility. A pledget of cotton dipped ina 
drop of the acid, and allowed to remain a few minutes, 
relieves the pain much better than creasote. The month- 
wash used by dentists is made by putting five drops of car- 
bolic acid in a tumbler of water. 

Carbolic acid and glycerine is much used for sloughing 
ulcers, and for various ulcerations. In time, we believe that 
dentists will find it invaluable. No office will be without it 
pure, or in some of its combinations.—Zézd. 


Minute Investigation of the Kidney. 


M. Rendonsky ( Virchow’s Archiv., bd. 41, 1867) gives the 
following results of his investigations of the minute structure 
of the kidney: 1st. The uriniferous tubules are continued 
into the capsules of the malpighian bodies, or terminate in 
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blind extremities. 2nd. The malpighian capsules are placed 
on convoluted tubules, lined by nucleated epithelium ; other 
and smaller canals, supplied with transparent ephithelium, 
communicate finally with these tubnli. 3rd. Straight tubuli 
are connected with some capsules, which, at a short distance 
from these capsules, show the characters of the convoluted 
tubuli. 4th. The convoluted and the straight tubes are con- 
nected by tubuli, which are lined by transparent (non-nuclea- 
ted) epithelium; the convoluted tubes are in communication 
with the capsules, and the straight tubes open into the pelvis 
ofthe kidney. 5th. Henle has described canals with trans- 
parent epithelium, as continuations of the tubuli uriniferi, 
which are really blood-vessels. 


Local Treatment of Soft Chancre. 

The application of carbolic acid causes the rapid destruc- 
tion of the ulcerating surface, with decomposition of the 
poison, and without any considerable degree of pain. The 
surface of the sore is turned white by the acid; this becomes 
a thin, dry, yellow scab, which separates in about two or 
three days. The application should be repeated to the third 
or fourth time, when it may be found that the sore has healed 


under the scab. The healing of the sore is generally com- 
pleted in an average of ten to fourteen days.— British Med. 
Journal. 


An Aged Primipara. 

In response to the inquiry made through the London 
Lancet, with respect to child-bearing in advanced life, Dr. 
Cachot, of St. Mary’s Hospital, informs us that he delivered 
in that institution a female of her first child, at the age of 53 
years, and again in sixteen months. The labor in both con- 
finements was tedious, from inertia of the uterus, and 
required the forceps. The mammary glands enlarged, but 
produced no milk. The children lived in both cases.— Pacific 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Veratrum Viride in Constipation. 

In an obstinate case of habitual constipation, Dr. T. C. 
Miller (Journal of Materia Medica) gave three drops, five 
times a day, of the ¢r.jof Veratrum viride, and in the course of 
two weeks effected an entire recovery.—ecord. 


The Siamese Twins. 
Prof. Paul F. Eve, in the Richmond and Louisville Jour- 
nal, re-asserts the opinion of many physicians and surgeons 
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who examined the case a score or more years since, that the 
connection between the Siamese Twins is mainly a cartilagi- 
nous one, (probably a prolongation of the ensiform cartilages), 
and that their can ol intention to soon visit Europe for dis- 
union purposes, is a needless expense, as any surgical tyro, 
even, could as well separate them by the knife or ecraseur, 


Carbolate of Quinia. 

Prof. Wenzel remarks (Jahrbucher der Gesammten Med., 
Aug. 28, 1868), that carbolic acid, which in solution acts as a 
poison upon the lower animal organisms, is borne in pro- 
portionate, though large doses, by the higher animals and 
man, when introduced into the body in a diluted state. It 
was administered to some animals with advantage in their 
food in England at the time of the rinderpest. With bases, 
even weak ones, such as quinia, carbolic acid loses in a great 
degree its irritating properties at the point where it is 
applied ; when combined in the proportion of two equivalents 
of the acid to one of quinia, the compound is characterized by 
a slight sharpness, and a decidedly bitter taste. Prof Ber- 
natzik oe ae a preparation composed in this manner, and 
he hopes that it will prove an energetic disinfectant for inter- 
nal use. G. Braun has given it with benefit in puerperal 
diseases, and Duchek in several typhous cases, and in one of 
pyemia. Pills containing 1 grain of quinia with 6-10ths of a 
grain of carbolic acid were given repeatedly without causing 
the slightest inconvenience, and according to these statements 
3 to 6 grains of carbolic acid were given daily without injury. 
The compound was prepared by dissolving 60 parts of car- 
bolic acid with 100 of quinia, in 300 of highly rectified spirit, 
filtering the solution, distilling and evaporating to the con- 
sistency of turpentine, and then mixing some extract of 
acorus and powdered cassia.— Amer. Jour. Med. Sci. 


Aphonia of Nearly Two Years’ Duration Cured 
by Electrical Stimulation of the Inferior Lar- 
yngeal Nerve. By Dr. Philippeaux. 

Various methods of treatment had been unsuccessfully 
tried in a case of aphonia which had originated two years 
previously, and which was supposed to be due to paralysis of 
the nerves of the vocal cord. The patient was}a healthy 
female, twenty years of aye, It was ultimately decided by 
Dr. Philippeaux to try the effect of electrical stimulation, 
applied in such a way as to directly influence the inferior 
laryngeal nerves. For this purpose, one metallic pole was 
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inserted into the lower and posterior portion of the pharynx, 
and the second was placed on the skin over the crico-thyroid 
muscles. A current of considerable strength was passed 
between these two points: almost immediately after the 
clusure of this current the patient started, uttered a loud ery, 
and began to speak with a facility equal to that which she 
had possessed befure the commencement of the aphonia. Dr. 
Philippeaux remarks that he has frequently met with success 
in treating aphonia by electricity, but never before had he 
the good fortune to obtain so instantaneous and perfect a 
cure.— Edinburgh Medical Journal. 


Vesicular Bronchitis of Both Iungs in an Infant 
—Recovery. By David Wooster, M.D. 


8. S——, a female child aged eighteen months, had measles 
of a very severe type. The throat was sore and the tonsils 
had ash-colored spots. On the subsidence of the eruption an 
oppressive, dry cough supervened, and the tongue became 
dry and brown. The pulse rose to 160 during the accession 
of fever, and fell to 80 when the fever remitted; it seldom 
remained above 100 long at atime. The child had the usual 
remedies prescribed in similar cases; had Trousseau’s mix- 
ture, gum syrup and ipecac (the antimony omitted in conse- 
quence of vital depression); the diachylon jacket was also 
ys next the skin. 

was unable to visit my little patient at night, in conse- 
quence of my own poor health at the time. An excellent 
physician who was called in the night for three nights, intel- 
ligently supplemented my treatment by giving syrup of 
senega, nitre for scanty urinary secretion, and small doses of 
calomel for inactive bowels. Several other things were done, 
besides the infinite items of domestic treatment for infants, 
such as onion syrup, flaxseed poultices, mustard cataplasms, 
ete. 

On the fifth morning after the bronchitis became marked, I 
called at 10 A.M., and found the child in clonic spasms, with 
pulse exceedingly weak and filamentary, double strabismus 
and dilated pupils. Soap and-water enemas relieved the 
spasm, but the pulse remained small, feeble and intermittent, 
and less than 100. I now asked the parents if they would 
trust me implicitly and solely with the child, living or dying. 
They consented to obey my directions implicitly and in 
silence, until the child should convalesce or expire. 

I ordered the tables to be cleared, all damp clothing and 
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poultices and cloths to be removed from the child, the room 
to be cleared of guests and friends, placed a thermometer in 
a convenient place and directed the temperature of the room 
to be maintained at 70° night and day, while air should be 
admitted from an open window; made a toddy of one part 
whisky and six of sugar and water, of which a teaspoonful 
should be given every hour while the pulse should remain 
below 110. Directed beef juice to be given in such propor. 
tion as to amount to six ounces in twenty-four hours, milk as 
much as the child should wish. No other medication or 
treatment was permitted. 

The child began to mend directly, and although exceedingly 
feeble for some days, at the expiration of less than two weeks 
it was entirely well. 

This was a typical case of vesicular bronchitis supervening 
when the system was already in a deteriorated condition in 
consequence of a severe exanthema; and a case which would 
have doubtless terminated fatally had we persisted in the 
ordinary medical treatment.— Pacific p Moe 


Vaginismus. 


Scanzoni objects (Monatschrift fur Gabertskunde, Detroit 
Review) to the severe operative measures adopted and recom- 
mended by Dr. Marion Sims for this troublesome difficulty. 
He says: ‘Of more than a hundred cases that have fallen 
under his observation, in times past, he has been completely 
successful in the treatment of all to which he was able to give 
his personal attention, without in a single case having recourse 
to the knite. The first condition of success is complete sexual 
abstinence ; for the first three or four days a tepid sitz bath 
should be used night and morning; warm local bathing with 
aq. Goulardi, or the same applied with lint, several times a 
day. Defecation must be regulated, and triction from motion 
carefully avoided. After a few days the sensibility of the 
parts will be so much allayed that a solution of Arg. nétrat. 
X.-XX. grs. to Zi. may be applied with a brush. After about 
eight days continuance of this treatment, vaginal suppositories 
of Eat. belladonna and Cacao butter may be placed behind 
the hymen and in contact with it, daily. These remedies, 
either alternately or simultaneously, must be continued until 
every trace of inflammation has disappeared, and the normal 
sensibility is restored. Generally two or three weeks will be 
required to attain these objects. Then dilatation must be 
commenced, but for this purpose sponge tents are useless. A 
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aduated series of milk-glass conical specula are best adapted 
to this object. After the first slightly painful attempt, the 
patient generally will be able to introduce it with facility, and 
it may be allowed to remain from one-half to one hour. 
Even when the hymen remains, it will not be necessary to 
incise it, as dilatation can be effected without recourse to that 
measure. At first the dilator may be used every two or three 
days, then every day or twice a day for two or three hours, 

radually increasing the size of the dilator until the object 
shall have been attained, which in some instances may require 
an instrument admitting dilatation, as that of Segalas. Sitz- 
baths, Belladonna, and pencilling with Vtrate of silver may 
be required from time to time, and the cure will usually be 
completed in from six to eight weeks. It will be seen that, 
although the treatment of Sims is attended with an equally 
satisfactory result, it is of a much more serious character (a 
fatal result from hemorrhage is reported to have occurred) 
than the treatment adopted by Scanzoni; and after the opera- 
tion the success of the treatment depends generally upon the 
subsequent dilatation. The time requised, moreover, is nearly 
the same by either process. Hence the procedure of Sims is 
in no respect to be regarded as an advance in gynecology, as 
little so, even, as is his operation of splitting the cervix uteri, 
which, with such glowing eloquence, he lauds for the cure of 
dysmenorrhea and sterility. Scanzoni is thoroughly con- 
vinced that these are but surgical splurges, that impose on the 
inexperienced only, while the professional expert justly 
ignores them. He predicts their fate. For a time they will 
be the theme of much remark; soon after they will pass into 
merited oblivion.” 


Cataract. 


We have long believed that more thorough efforts should 
be made by physicians to remove, or rather prevent, the full 
formation of cataract. Twenty years ago, some cases were 
reported by Dr. James Bryan, of Philadelphia, then President 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, of that city, in 
which cataract was stopped in its progress by medical treat- 
ment. We have had two such cases lately, and they have 
disappeared under the treatment very similar to that then 
used, and we believe many cases of incipient cataract may be 
thus removed. The effort is surely worth the trial. — 
Guardian of Health. 
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Caustic Ligature. 


M. Vallette, of Lyons, recommends strongly that in treat. 
ment of erectile tumors by the multiple ligature, a seton 
impregnated with Chloride of zinc, be passed through the 
strangulated mass. Fifteen or twenty hours afterward he 
cuts down on the subcutaneous caustic seton, and removes it 
introducing a further quantity of caustic, if necessary. He 
says that this method is much less painful than the simple 
ligature, and more efficacious than it, or than the treatment 
by caustics only.— Reporter. 


W. C. Amussat, Jr., reports a case of sterility in a male 
‘cured by an operation for phimosis. One year afterwards, his 
wife gave birth to a son. 


Epilepsy. 

W. M. Cornell, M.D., LL.D., in the Guardian of Health, 
gives the following “ handful of recipes” brought to him by 
an epileptic patient. They had been given him by a medical 
gentleman of eminence, who was for many years at the head 


of one of the hospitals in Massachusetts : 


B 1. Nitrate of silver half a drachm, extract of stramonium one 
— nux vomica half a drachm; made into fifty pills with crumbs of 

read. 

BR 2. Strychnia twelve grains, vinegar two ounces. Mix, and take ten 
drops three times a day in sugar and water. 

B 8. Wild cherry and prickly-ash bark, equal parts, eight ounces; put 
it in a gallon of soft water; boil till two-thirds are evaporated; add two 
pounds of brown sugar. Dose, a wine-glassful before each meal. 

B 4. Chloric ether, two ounces, spirits of camphor two drachms; sweet 
spirits of nitre two ounces; mix. Dose, a teaspoonful three times a day, 
in water. 

B 5. Oxide of silver one drachm, extract of conium two drachms, colo- 
y ge one drachm ; mix, make into sixty pills. Dose, two three timesa 

ay. 
B 6. Tincture of nux vomica four ounces, tincture of stramonium one 
and a half ounces, chloric ether two and a half ounces; mix. Dose, a tea- 
spoonful three times a day, 

B 7%. Fowler’s solution half an ounce, chloric ether two ounces; mix. 
Dose, fifty drops at bed time, in water. 

B 8. Extract nux vomica two scruples, extract stramonium half a 
scruple, oxide of silver one drachm; crumbs of bread sufficient to make 
sixty pills. One three times a day. 

BK 9. Tincture of nux vomica three ounces, compound spirits of 
lavender two drachms; mix. Dose, twenty-five drops three times a day, 
in sugar and water. 


It seems scarcely necessary to add that the treatment was 
tutally unavailing. It is probable that in most cases of 
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epilepsy the difficulty is mainly one of habit. Any strong 
mental influence may at times control its manifestation. 
Hence the long list of so-called remedies, which have really 
no influence save from the patient’s faith. Physiological and 
and pathological Aabzts need more attention than they have 
yet received. This not in epilepsy only. 


Foreign Intelligence. 

Action of Mercury.— At the recent meeting of the British 
Medical Association, in Oxford, Professor Hughes Bennett 
read an abstract of the results which had been arrived at by 
the Edinburgh Committee. The Committee, after a labori- 
ous investigation on the action of mercurials on dogs, arrived 
at the conclusion, that, whether administered in large or small 
doses, the preparations of mercury exert no cholagogue action 
upon that animal—in fact, that they always diminish the 
flow of bile. How far this report can serve to throw light 
npon the action of mercurials on man, is, however, a matter 
upon which more than one opinion can be held. In the 
course of their investigations, the Committee have found that 
mercurials, when administered in large doses to dogs, purge 
them; and, when in smaller and frequently repeated doses, 
induce the same group of phenomena, which are observed in 
men under the same circumstances, viz., fetor of the breath, 
salivation, and ulcerations of the gums. Having accurately 
ascertained these facts, the Committee appear to consider that 
the fact that mercurials fail to increase the flow of bile in the 
dog, affords an almost positive proof that these drugs do not 
exert a cholagogue action in the case of man. The experi- 
ments supported also the modern view that the diversion of 
the bile through a fistulous opening out of the body does not 
materially interfere with the intestinal functions, but leads to 
exhaustion of the body altogether. Dr. B. W. Richardson 
accepted the report as a model of scientific work, but urged 
still that mercury did exert a beneficial effect. and that experi- 
ence confirmed its value. Was it possible, he asked, that 
mercury acted on the pancréatic gland as it did on the salivary 
glands, and that it caused an increase of pancreatic secretion ? 
Dr. Bennett, in reply, said it was quite possible the pancreatic 
function was modified under the action of mercury, for, as one 
of the tables indicated, the pancreas in five cases was reported 
as very vascular.—Medical News. 


Ovariotomy. 


Dr. Dunlap, of Springfield, Ohio, has performed ovariotomy 
on 38 patients, since 1843. Of these, 13 were unmarried. 
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The operations were all by the long incision, and only two 
were without anesthetics. Nine died after operation; one 
from peritonitis, two from hemorrhage, one from chlorofurm 
one from accidental overdose of morphine, one complicated 
with cancer, one from exhaustion, one from congestion of the 
brain, and the ninth from excessive vomiting. Three of the 
successful cases have died since their recovery from the opera- 
tion, of other diseases ; the remainder are all now living, and 
in good health.— Boston Medical Journal. 


Remittent Fever in Rome. 


M. Pantaleoni, of Rome, says that the remittent fever 
which prevails in that city, is found in two distinct forms. 
1st, the gastric, which is mild and easily managed; 2nd, the 
nervous form, which is ataxic, but different from typhoid in 
many of its characteristics, as the absence of abdominal symp- 
toms, pain, diarrhcea, etc., and of the rose spots, as well as 
the anatomical lesions discoverable in typhoid after death. 
The French soldiers, during their stay in Rome, had typhoid 
fever the first six months, and after that would contract ner- 
ous fever.— Medical Record. 


Thymic Acid. 


This acid, obtained from the essential oil of thyme, has 
been proposed as a succedaneum of carbolic acid or creasote. 
It emits no disagreeable smell, and is powerfully antiseptic. 
Its composition is C2 His Os. In a concentrated form it 
may take the place of nitrate of silver; and, as an antiseptic, 
it should be disolved in 1,000 parts of water, with the addi- 
tion of a little aleohol.—Jdcd. 


EDITORIAL. 


What’s in a Name? 

“ Tell me, now, that name of thine; for a name often 
pleases,” said old Theocritus, agreeing excellently well with 
Shakspeare and the majority of mankind. Some men will 
sacrifice the best energies of a long and laborious life to 
secure a name. A recent novelist deplores, through a thick 
octavo, the miseries of a poor wretch who had Wo Name. 
Shakspeare, who, of course, recognizes the importance or 
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unimportance of every and any thing, makes one of his char- 
acters use these words (which we think we have seen quoted 
before) : 
“ Good name in man and woman, dear, my lord, 

Is the immediate jewel of their souls: 

Who steals my purse steals trash; ’tis something, nothing, 

’T was mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to thousands ; 

But he that filches from me my good name, 

Robs me of that which not enriches him, 

And makes me poor indeed.” 


This highly virtuous sentiment, it is true, was uttered by 
Jago, the man of somewhat dilapidated moral qualities, which 
detracts some little from its force; nevertheless, even the 
Devil can quote good Scripture, and in apropos style. At 
the present time it appears that the Devil and Iago are both 
wrong. In these days stealing a good name is one of the 
readiest means whereby little and unknown men (not tospeak 
of some scamps) are foisted into notice: 


“So feeble souls are gulled, 
And they get money.” 


The wrongs that Sir James Clark, Sir Astley Cooper, 
Velpeau, Physick, Chapman, Mott, and others revered by 
the profession, have suffered, in this way, and the fortunes 
that have been built up at their expense —are they not 
written in the Asculapian chronicles ? 

But we forbear recording them again, although no record- 
ing angel will drop a tear to blot out the record against our 
name of the warm expletives that rise (unspoken) to our lips. 
Just now we notice the organization of an “ Eclectic” Medi- 
cal College, which begins its career by stealing the name of 
the distinguished Edinburgh Professor, Bennert, as its own 
patronymic. Bennett, who scorns such quackery with a depth 
and strength which knows no limit. Every one knows that 
the word eclectic is well enough in itself, and is the practice 
of every instructed physician in Christendom, but when the 
word itself is stolen from its legitimate signification, and then 
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the name of John Henry Bennett is appropriated wi et armis 
— positively kidnapped, as sponsor — we — well, we begin to 
think the larceny passes from petite to grand. We mildly 
protest that the thing verges upon rascality. 

Space forbids further comment just now, but we wish our 
readers to understand that when they ask for Prof. Gunn, of 
Rush Medical College, formerly of the University of Michigan, 
they may stumble on a person probably of the same name from 
the “ Bennett Eclectic Medical College.” 

So far as the Editor of this Journat is concerned, he wishes 
it to be distinctly understood that he does not peddle electro- 
magnetic machines, or deal in Homeopathic pellets, Spiritu- 
alism or Uroscopy. 

When physicians or patients come to this city to see any 
medical man of their choice, let them beware of names, or 
lending either money, time or health to strangers. 


Rush Medical College. 

Opening of the Twenty-sixth Annual Session. The intro- 
ductory exercises of the college took place on Wednesday 
evening, the 30th of September. Beside an unusually large 
number of students, the spacious lower lecture-room was 
crowded with visitors. We were especially gratified at the 
presence of very many well-known and distinguished practi- 
tioners, both from the city and country. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Patterson, the Chaplain, 
President Blaney welcomed the class in appropriate terms, 
and, having given a brief sketch of the history and present 
position of the institution, introduced Prof. Epwin Powe 1, 
who pronounced the introductory lecture. It is unnecessary 
for those who know Dr. P., to say that it was a high-toned 
and scholarly production, replete with sound sense and eleva- 
ted views —rising at times to an elegance of diction and 
eloquence of expression, which elicited rounds of enthusiastic 
applause from the audience. We had hoped to give it to the 
readers of the Journat in its entirety, but regret that as yet 
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we have failed to prevail upon its author to furnish us with 
the manuscript. 

The progress of Rush Medical College has been, since its 
re organization in 1859, so steadily onward —its advantages 
and numbers so constantly improving and increasing, that we 
are fain to fall back on the almost stereotyped, but strictly 
true, formula — its prospects were never before so brilliant as 
they are now. Harmony prevails in its counsels, professional 
zeal inspires its teachers— its spacious and commodious 
building is well filled with students, whom even a brief obser- 
vation will convince, are above the average grade of intelli- 
gence and culture in medical schools. These things, taken 
in connection with the enlarged means of illustration now at 
its command, and the great clinical advantages it affords, will 
work out in the best practical manner the great problem of 
“the elevation of the profession.” 

We write these lines somewhat in the exultant spirit of one 
who has had asmall part in bringing them to pass, but more as 


a journalist who is proud to chronicle the triumphs which 
painstaking effort and zealous industry will ever, in the end, 
attain over noisy declam:tion, witless diatribes, and unscienti- 
fic, loose and impractical experiments in “ Medical Reform.” 


Medical Imbroglio. 

It is to be regretted that two of the faculty in one of the 
leading medical colleges of the West, have so far forgotten 
themselves as to have engaged in a pamphlet quarrel, in 
which pretty severe things have been said upon both sides. 
Having ourselves a profound and hearty distaste for profes- 
sional polemics, we have carefully abstained from even the 
attempt to compass the merits of this particular case, for fear 
of becoming prejudiced in our opinions thereof and about. 
Individually, the contestants have earned the high respect 
and confidence of the profession throughout the country, and 
the Journat congratulates the faculty of the college with 
which they are connected, for their wise and prudent resolu- 
tions commanding the peace. 





672 EDITORIAL. 


Bad Taste. 

We hear that the Apostle, probably smarting a little under 
the probable failure of the pet system of “ Reform” which 
he has so long advocated, and claims to have inaugurated, 
had the questionable taste to allude to certain gentlemen, 
with whom he slightly disagrees, by name, in a recent dis- 
course which he recently delivered to a small and select, yet 
nominally public, audience in a southern locality in this city. 
Aware, as we are, of the Apostle’s somewhat inflammable 
temperament, and the attenuated nature of his cutaneous 
envelope — with the tenderest regard for his mental, moral 
and physical weli-being, the Journat begs of him, in his 
evangelico-medical role, not to attempt the Boanerges charac- 
ter, as it is not his best style—still worse to attempt the 
Peter line—swords are dangerous playthings. On the 
whole, would it not be better for our venerable friend to drop 
the apostle altogether, and try the older part — Jeremiah ? 


Note to the Editor. 
(Extract from Editorial of Journal of August 15th.) 

“A correspondent wishes to know what kind of a pessary 
we prefer in our practice. We decline to answer —let each 
be persuaded in his own mind. In a tolerable experience of 
over twenty years, we have never recommended any kind, 
but what we have regretted it.” The impression one would 
receive from this is, that all pessaries are useless. 

Case 1st. Retroversion. The fundus lies lowin the hollow 
of the sacrum and the os looks toward the symphysis pubis; 
after it is carefully replaced, it immediately falls back to its 
old position. Query—How would you manage the case ? 

Case 2nd. Fundus lying low in the hollow of sacrum, and 
the os looking nearly toward the coccyx. Retroversion with 
flexion. Restore it to its natural position, and the os looks 
towards the hollow of sacrum, but left to itself falls back 
immediately to its old position. Query—How will you treat 
it? Ifthere is a better way than replacing the organ and 
keeping it in position by mechanical means, I desire to find 
it out, as I have a half dozen of just such cases on hand. 
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The Editor does mot take the ground that in all cases 
“pessaries are useless.” He does not take this ground, 
because he does not wish to be drawn into any controversy 
upon the subject. 

He believes that pessaries sometimes relieve effects, never 
remove causes. 

He believes they often do an immensity of mischief. 

He believes that the weight of the wholly or partially 
enlarged uterus, upon which the displacement, etc., depends, 
may, in general, be relieved by medicat and hygienic meas- 
ures. 

In his reply to the previous correpsondent, he merely gave 
his own experience. 

He would treat the cases suggested by this correspondent 
according to what he found to be the matter. 


News and Items. 


Obituary. —- Dr. Joseph N. McDowell, one of the most 
distinguished surgeons in the West, and a resident of St. 
Louis for twenty-eight years, died September 25th, of conges- 
tive chills, in the sixty-third year of his age. Professor 
McDowell will long be remembered for great professional 
sagacity and tact, and especially for eccentricities of genius 
which have made his name famous. 


Christian Friedrich Shoenbein, the eminent chemist, died at 
Baden Baden about the 1st of September. He will be 
_ especially recollected as the discoverer of ozone; also of 
antozone, and the inventor of gun cotton. 


President Haven strongly advises the admission, as stu- 
dents, into the Michigan University, of women, on the same 
condition as men. He likewise contends that, in the Medical 
Department, the Professors should be chosen for their scien- 
tific acquirements, irrespective of whether they are allopathic 
or homeopathic.—Chicago Tribune Telegram. 

Whether this involves admission of females to the Medical 
Department, we are not informed. 
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Dr. J. Marion Sims has been elected a corresponding 
member of the Obstetrical Society of Berlin. He is well 
worthy of such honor. 


Prof. L. C. Lane, of San Francisco, was recently made 
the victim of an annoying suit for malpractice. The prose- 
cutor took more than a year of time to get up his case, and 
yet, when the evidence was concluded in court, the case was 
so clearly a bare-faced attempt to extort money, that the 
judge refused to permit it to go to the jury. 


The mortality for July last, in San Francisco, was 346. 
This is said to be unprecedented in the history of the city. 
For the three summer months, the thermometer did not rise 
above 75° at noon-day, and was not as high as 70° for more 
than ten days. During the same period there were not more 
than twenty days of clear sky, from sunrise to sunset. Yet 
one-third of the cases of death were from disorders of the 
bowels, a class of diseases usually ascribed to the heat of 
summer. 


A child died recently in Jackson, Ohio, from the effects of the 
oil from a tobacco pipe, applied to a burn on the lip. The 
little one was soon after seized with convulsions, and died 
within twenty-four hours. 


Dr. M. H. Houston records, in the Richmond and Louis- 
ville Medical Journal, a case of abnormal gestation, where, 
four years after conception, the foetal bones were discharged 
through the rectum. The patient, at last accounts, was in 
fair prospect of recovery. Quite a number of queer cases of 
monstrosities are chronicled by the medical press as of recent 
occurrence. Philosophical considerations of identity are 
puzzling observers. Individuals and sexes are mixed in most 
glorious confusion. 


Captain John Travis, of pistol fame, is now in this city. 
It is difficult to conceive of an instance showing more 
remarkable cultivation of steadiness of muscle. Many will 
recollect the great feat he performed in Louisiana in 1853, 
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shooting, at the first shot, on a wager of one thousand dol- 
Jars, an orange off the head of John P. Osgood, at the distance 
of twenty paces. Another great feat of his, at Niagara Falls, 
in 1857, was much talked of at the time. Monsieur Blondin, 
the renowned rope walker, was crossing the Niagara river 
from the American to the Canada side; when half way 
across, Blondin held out his hat, and the Captain, from the 
deck of the steamer “ Maid of the Mist,” at a distance of 
three hundred and sixty feet, shot a ball through the hat. 
Recently he shot seven birds out of ten, with his pistol, ‘ten 
yards rise and ten yards boundary.” Shot No. 35 to the 
pound. The day, unfortunately, was windy, or he would 
undoubtedly have killed all the ten birds. The feat may well 
be said to be a remarkable one, and “ deserves to be classed 
among the most marvelous trials of skill.” Physiologically, 
there seems no limit to the degree of development of either 
human mind or muscle. 

Francis H. Ramsbotham, the eminent physician, and author 
of a well known work on Obstetric Medicine and Surgery, 
died on the 6th of July last, in his sixty-eighth year. 

A Paris correspondent of the Medical Record gives the 
details of a case where an insane woman, sixty-four years 
old, swallowed a silver fork for the purpose of committing 
suicide. After ten months sojourn and peregrinations in the 
stomach and intestines, it was ultimately discharged through 
a fistulous opening to the left of the umbilicus. The patient 
recovered. [This case was first reported in the WV. Y. Med. 
Journal, as we learn since the above was in type, some eight- 
een months since. | 

Removing Tan.—Tan may be removed from the face by 
mixing magnesia in soft water to the consistency of paste, 
which should then be spread on the face and allowed to 
remain a minute or two. Then wash off with Castile soap- 
suds, and rinse with soft water.—Chemical News. 


Oil Stains in Marble.—These can be removed by applying 
common clay, saturated with benzole. If the grease has 
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remained long enough, it will have become acidulated, and 
may injure the polish, but the stains will be removed.— 
Chem. and Drug. 


Chlorodyne. — Ed. Melngall, Jr. (St. Louis Medical 
Reporter), gives the following formula as the best method of 
preparing the compound: 

Take of sulphate of morphia, 

Alcohol, 95 per cent., 

Chloroform, purif., 

Sulphuric acid, 

Ext. cannabis ind. (Allen’s) 

Oleoresin of capsicum, 

Hydrocyanic acid (Scheele’s) gtt. xevj. 
Shake together the sulphate of morphia, alcohol and chloro- 
form, then add the sulphuric acid, shake well until it becomes 
clear, then add the oleoresin of capsicum, ext. cannabis and 
hydrocyanic acid. 


Dr. Leland A. Babcock’s Silver Uterine Supporter. 


BALTIMORE, August 14, 1 
L. A. Bascock, M.D., Freeport, Il. 

My Dear Sir:—I find your Uterine Supporter the desideratum in dis- 
placements of that organ. All former appliances for this purpose must 
ere long be classed with the things of the past. 

Its advantages are so apparent that no intelligent physician will use any 
other supporter, after observing its action in a single case of prolapsus 
uteri. 

I shall take pleasure in recommending it to my patients, and presenting 
it to my classes in Washington University. 

I am dear sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Harvey L. Byrp, M.D., 

Professor of Obstetrics in the Medical Department of Washington University, 
of Baltimore, Maryland. 


FOREIGN NOTES AND EXCERPTA. 


Influence of Diet upon the Mother's Milk. Translated by D. F. Condie. M.D. 


The contradictory opinions that are entertained in respect to the influ- 
ence of diet upon the quantity and quality of the milk, induced Dr. Subo- 
tin, of Petersburg (Virchow’s Arch., vol. xxxvi. p. 561), to institute a series 
of experiments to settle, as far as possible, the question. His investiga- 
tions led him to the following conclusions : 

1, That animal food increases the daily yield of milk, while a diet of 
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vegetables diminishes it. Food of a fatty nature caused a marked diminu- 
tion of the milk, and even, when persisted in, its entire suppression. 

2. The character of the food had an evident influence upon the relative 
proportions of the several elements which enter into the composition of 
the milk. By an animal diet the amount of the solid matters was 
increased, and this increase was especially shown in an augmentation of 
fatty material. The increase of casein was less evident. The augmenta- 
tion of these two substances in the milk was not merely relative but abso- 
lute; the daily amount of milk secreted being increased by animal food. 
The proportion of itsalbuminous and saline ingredients underwent scarcely 
any appreciable change. Under the use of an animal diet there was not 
detected any large reduction of the saccharine matter of the milk, as 
Beusch supposed to occur. Neither was the opinion confirmed by the 
experiments of Drs. Beusch, Playfair, and others that the fatty constitu- 
ents of the milk are augmented. by a vegetable, and diminished by an 
animal diet. By a change from an animal to a vegetable diet the quantity 
of the solid ingredients of the milk, namely, the fat and casein, was dimin- 
ished, while the saccharine matter was somewhat increased. By fatty food 
the solid ingredients of the milk were but relatively increased, especially 
the butyraceous, while at the same time there was a decrease in the 
sugar. 

3. The fact developed by the experiments of Dr. 8., namely, that by 
animal food the quantity of butter in the milk is so much increased, would 
seem to prove that the fatty matter of the milk is formed, in a great 
measure at least, from the albumen.— Vierteljahrschrift, f. d. Prakt. Heilk. 


On the 23rd of August, a statue to Laennec was inaugurated at Quimper, 
(Brittany), his native place, with imposing ceremonies. Orations were 
delivered on the part of the General Association of Physicians of France, 
of the Academy of Medicine, and of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, of 
the profession at large, and of that of Brittany in particular, by Messrs. 
Tardieu, Roger, Bouillaud, Lediberder and Halleguen, respectively, fol- 
lowed by a grand banquet. 


The discussion upon tuberculosis, which has occupied the attention of 
the Academy of Medicine (Paris) for several months past, and has elicited 
about all that is known about the matter, and more too, has at last been 
closed, but is likely to be re-awakened by the recent treatise of M. Ville- 
min, in which he attempts to demonstrate the virulence and specificity of 
tuberculosis by establishing its analogy to glanders and syphilis, by means 
of inoculations; his conclusions, however, are disputed, and need con- 
firmation. 


M. Sichel (Paris) reports a case of encephaloid and melanotic tumor of 
the left orbit having crowded back and compressed the ocular globe. 
Extirpated by himself at his clinic, in 1859, resulting in apparent cure, 
followed by relapse after nine months, and a second extripation, and cau- 
terization with chloride of zinc paste ; the destruction by cancerous disease 
of the upper and internal portion of the orbital wall, which had not been 
subjected to the action of the zinc; the cerebral pulsations being visible 
through the encephaloid mass. The disease was again developed in its 
fullest intensity after two years (in 1861) and after a fall, from a wagon, 
upon the head, and again removed successfully in 1862. The learned pro- 
fessor reports the case as one of the most curious which has ever occurred 
to him in the course of his long and extensive practice. 


Dr. Gent (Paris) reports the successful treatment of chlorosis by means 
of compressed air, attributing the success of this treatment to the increase 
in the respiratory capacity, by reason of the increased quantity of air 
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introduced into the lungs, and to the augmented hematosis, due to more 
perfect oxydation. 


M. A. Després has observed at the Hospital “ Lourcine,” Paris, seyen 
cases of phagedenic chancres of the rectum consecutive upon soft chancres 
or ulcerated mucous patches of the anus. He has moreover seen eight 
cases of soft chancres, and two cases of mucous patches of the anus con- 
verted into phagedenic chancres. 

He describes in a memoir (Archiv. de Med., March 1868) every stage 
of the disease from the ulceration rapidly arrested by strong cauterization, 
to ulcerative, and subsequently fibrous, strictures of the rectum. 

The caustic preferred by M. Després is a saturated solution of chloride 
of zinc, introduced into the anus by means of a pledget of lint, etc., ete, 
The author moreover states that if the ulceration be extensive, stricture 
is inevitable, and that there is no means of radically curing stricture of the 
rectum. 


M. Scoutetten, in a paper read before the Academy of Sciences (Paris), 
Aug. 3rd, contests the propriety of the application of the term Electrolysis, 
and demands the substitution therefor of Electrical absorption, to the opera- 
tive process applied to the removal of tumors, by means of the continuous 
electrical current. He claims with Faraday that the term Hlectrolysis 
signifies decomposition by electrical agency, as analysis that by chemical 
agency — and demonstrates the impossibility of effecting a true decomposi- 
tion or Electrolysis, under the alleged conditions, and asserts that the 
removal of the morbid product is due to true physiological absorption, the 
result of the stimulating influences of the current upon the enfeebled 
vitality of the vessels of the part. 


M. Personne, pharmaceutist to the Hospital la Pitié, has presented to the 
Academy of Medicine (Paris) a treatise on the impurities of commercial 
Chloroform. Chloroform containing water, he asserts, will, when exposed 
to the solar rays, become acid and evolve very irritating white vapors. 
M. Marsche has recognized among the products of this decomposition, 
alcohol, chlorohydric ether, chlorohydric acid and especially a large 
quantity of chloroxy-carbonic acid gas. M. Personne has verified these 
observations, but according to him they do not result from the decomposi- 
tion of pure chloroform ; they are due to the presence of a foreign sub- 
stance, chloroxy-carbonic ether, accidentally present. In order to present 
this alteration it is necessary to agitate with the chloroform an alkali 
stronger than the alkaline carbonates, for example, caustic soda or potassa. 
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